
 
 

 March 20, 2009  

MEMORANDUM FOR THE HEADS OF EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES  
 
SUBJECT: Ensuring Responsible Spending of Recovery Act  
Funds  
 
Sec. 3. Ensuring Transparency of Registered Lobbyist 
Communications.  
(a) An executive department or agency official shall not 
consider the view of a lobbyist registered under the Lobbying 
Disclosure Act of 1995, 2 U.S.C. 1601 et seq., concerning 
particular projects, applications, or applicants for funding 
under the Recovery Act unless such views are in writing.  
 
(b) Upon the scheduling of, and again at the outset of, any 
oral communication (in-person or telephonic) with any person 
or entity concerning particular projects, applications, or 
applicants for funding under the Recovery Act, an executive 
department or agency official shall inquire whether any of the 
individuals or parties appearing or communicating concerning 
such particular project, application, or applicant is a 
lobbyist registered under the Lobbying Disclosure Act of 1995. 
If so, the lobbyist may not attend or participate in the 
telephonic or in-person contact, but may submit a 
communication in writing.  
 
(c) All written communications from a registered lobbyist 
concerning the commitment, obligation, or expenditure of funds 
under the Recovery Act for particular projects, applications, 
or applicants shall be posted publicly by the receiving agency 
or governmental entity on its recovery website within 3 
business days after receipt of such communication.  
 
(d) An executive department or agency official may communicate 
orally with registered lobbyists concerning general Recovery 
Act policy issues; provided, however, that such oral 
communications shall not extend to or touch upon particular 
projects, applications, or applicants for funding, and further 
that the official must contemporaneously or immediately 
thereafter document in writing: (i) the date and time of the 
contact on policy issues; (ii) the names of the registered 
lobbyists and the official(s) between whom the contact took 
place; and (iii) a short description of the substance of the 
communication. This writing must be posted publicly by the 
executive department or agency on its recovery website within 
3 business days of the communication.  



 
(e) Upon the scheduling of, and again at the outset of, any 
oral communications with any person or entity concerning 
general Recovery Act policy issues, an executive department or 
agency official shall inquire whether any of the individuals 
or parties appearing or communicating concerning such issues 
is a lobbyist registered under the Lobbying Disclosure Act. If 
so, the official shall comply with paragraph (d) above. 
 


